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SIR: 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R. §1.56 and in compliance with 37 C.F.R. §§1.97 and 1.98, the references listed 
on attached Form PTO/SB/08 and/or subsequently identified herein, are for consideration by the United States 
Patent and Trademark Office. Pursuant to the Office waiving the requirement under 37 CFR 1.98 (a)(2)(i) for 
submitting a copy of each cited U.S. patent and each U.S. patent application publication for all U.S. national patent 
applications filed after June 30, 2003 and for all international applications that have entered the national stage under 
35 USC §371 after June 30, 2003, copies of the reference are not submitted herewith. 

I. □ THIS IDS IS BEING FILED UNDER 37 C.F.R. §1.97fbUd) : (check only one box) 

a. □ within three months of the filing date of a national application other than a continued prosecution 

application under § 1.53(d); within three months of the date of entry of the national stage as set 
forth in § 1.491 in an international application; before the mailing date of a first Office Action on 
the merits; and/or before the mailing date of a first Office Action after the filing of a request for 
continued examination under § 1. 1 14. No fee or statement is required. 

b. O before the mailing date of any of a Final Office Action under 37 C.F.R. §1.113, a Notice of 

Allowance under 37 C.F.R. §1.311, or an action that otherwise closes prosecution in the 
application. Petition fee set forth in §1.17(p) is required unless a statement under 37 C.F.R. 
§ 1.97(e) is provided. 

c. \Z\ on or before payment of the issue fee. Petition fee set forth in §1.17(p) and a statement under 37 

C.F.R. § 1.97(e) are required. 

II. ^ STATEMENT UNDER 37 C.F.R. §1.97^ (check only one box, if applicable) 

The undersigned hereby states that 

a. l^l each item of information contained in the IDS was cited in a communication from a foreign Patent 

Office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to the filing of IDS; or 

b. Q no item of information contained in the IDS was cited in a communication from a foreign Patent 

Office in a counterpart foreign application, and to knowledge of the person signing the statement 
after making reasonable inquiry, no item of information contained in the IDS was known to any 
individual designated in 37 C.F.R. 1.56(c) more than three months prior to the filing of this 
statement, or 

c. l I some of the items of information contained in the IDS were cited in a communication from a 

foreign Patent Office. As to this information, the undersigned states that each item of information 
contained in the IDS was cited in a communication from a foreign Patent Office in a counterpart 
foreign application not more than three months prior to the filing of this EDS. As to the remaining 
information, the undersigned hereby states that no item of this remaining information contained in 
the IDS was cited in a communication from a foreign Patent Office in a counterpart foreign 
application or, to the knowledge of the person signing the statement after making reasonable 
inquiry, no item of information contained in the IDS was known to any individual designated in 37 
C.F.R. 1.56(c) more than three months prior to the filing of this statement. 



Commissioner For Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, YA 22313 



III. PAYMENT OF FEES 

Q A check in the amount of is enclosed for the above-identified fee(s). 

□ Please charge Deposit Account 502117 in the amount of $ for the above-indicated fee(s). 

Enclosed is a Fee Transmittal in duplicate. 
O If Applicant has overlooked any additional fees, or if any overpayment has been made, the 

Commissioner is hereby authorized to credit or debit Deposit Account 502117, Enclosed is a Fee 

Transmittal in duplicate. 
O Two Copies of this paper are attached for Deposit Account charges and debits. 



The above references are being cited only in the interests of candor and without any admission that they 
constitute statutory prior art or contain matter which anticipates the invention or which would render the same 
obvious, either singly or in a combination, to a person of ordinary skill in the art. 
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EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation, if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with 
next communication to applicant. 

1 Unique citation designation number. 2 See Kinds of U.S. Patent Documents. 3 Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO Standard ST.3). 4 For Japanese patent documents, the 
indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document 5 Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO 
Standard ST. 16 if possible. 0 Applicant is to place a check mark here if English Language Translation is attached. 

If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 (1-800-786-9199) and select option 2. 
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I hereby certify that this correspondence is being facsimile transmitted to the USPTO to facsimile number or 

deposited with the United States Postal Service with sufficient postage as first class mail in an envelope addressed to: Commissioner for 
Patents, P. O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 on the date listed below: 
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name 



Nanette Orr 
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Date 
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